[Mutation and expression of p16 in human ovarian neoplasms].
To detect mutation and expression of p16 in human ovarian neoplasms and to understand the relations between p16 and development of ovarian neoplasms. Polymerase chain reaction-single strand polymorphism analysis and immunohistochemistry were respectively used to detect mutations in exon 1 and 2 and protein expression in 14 patients with ovarian neoplasms. Metastasis tissue of 5 mentioned patients were screened at the same time. No expression of p16 was found in 7 ovarian neoplasm tissues. No mutation in exon 1 of p16 was found in any patient tissues, but mutations in exon 2 were found in 4 patients tissues and expression of p16 was not found in 2 of them. There was correspondence between primary focus and metastasis in either gene mutation or protein expression. Inactivation of p16 may be involved in the development of ovarian neoplasms. Gene mutation is a kind of inactivation. Alterations of p16 probably occur before metastasis.